elmwood franklin school

June 25, 2025

Dear EImwood Franklin School Community,

The Board of Trustees of EImwood Franklin School is pleased to announce the selection of Randy
Needlman, Ed.D., as our Interim Head of School, beginning July 1, 2025. Dr. Needlman comes to Buffalo
from Park Ridge, lllinois, where he currently serves as the Interim Principal at Emerson Middle School.

This selection is the result of a national search conducted by a 10-member Head of School Search
Committee and supported by ST Search and Consulting. The committee selected three outstanding
finalists who were invited to EImwood Franklin School for interview sessions with focus groups
consisting of trustees, administrators, and faculty members. Dr. Needlman went on to receive the
Search Committee’s recommendation to the Board of Trustees, who, in turn, unanimously voted for his
appointment.

Our next Interim Head of School is a seasoned educational leader and consultant with decades of
experience in school leadership, instructional innovation, and community engagement. With a strong
foundation in early childhood and K-8 education, Dr. Needlman has served as Head of School, Principal,
and Director of Student Support Services, overseeing operations, curriculum development, faculty
supervision, and strategic initiatives such as expansion, rebranding, and capital fundraising. Since 2021,
he has consulted with schools nationwide on leadership transitions, executive coaching, and HR
management. Dr. Needlman holds an Ed.D. in Educational Leadership and is known for fostering trusting
relationships and creating student-centered learning environments tailored to individual needs,
interests, and abilities.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, we would like to thank the Head of School Search Committee
members, our consultants at ST Search, and all the EImwood Franklin School community members who
have contributed to the Interim Head of School search process.

We thank you for your support and ask you to join us in welcoming Dr. Needlman to our community.
Warm regards,
Victor Filadora

Chair, Head of School Search Committee
vfiladora@chsbuffalo.org
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